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The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1 .67(a) identifying this application by application number and filing date is 
required. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 

The oath or declaration is defective because: 

It does not identify the parent application 09/637,269. 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the 
specification should identify at page 1 the parent application 09/637,269 with its updated 
status as US patent number 6,636,112. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
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Claims 22,30,34 and 36-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Tsumura. 

Refer to fig. 3 of Tsumura, the description of which begins at line 4 of col. 4 of the 
disclosure of Tsumura. Treating independent claims 22 and 34 first, a plurality of 
variable gain amplifier circuits 2-1 ,2-2,2-n may be read on the plurality of amplifiers 
claimed. The device of Tsumura is used in mobile communications so the input signal 
will be an RF signal. A control unit 5 that may be read as the magnitude driver claimed 
is responsive to an AGC signal C that may be read on the magnitude input signal 
claimed to provide gain control signals C1,C2,Cn to the amplifiers that may be read as 
the power level control signals claimed. Then combiner 3 may be read as the claimed 
summer. In regard to claim 30, separate control signals C1,C2,Cn are provided to each 
amplifier circuit. Regarding claim 36, DC power supply voltages Vcc1 ,Vcc2,Vccn are 
supplied to each amp and the power control signals are generated as described above. 
Regarding claim 37, Vcc1 ,Vcc2,Vccn are generated by converting the power supply 
voltage Vcc in power supply control units 4-1,4-2,4-n. 

Claims 22,29 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Sevic et al. 

Refer to fig. 1 of Sevic et al. treating independent claims 22 and 34 first, a 
plurality of RF amplifiers 104 may be read as the like elements claimed. A control circuit 
102 may be read as the claimed magnitude driver responsive to a mode select signal 
that may be read as the claimed magnitude input signal to provide control signal Vc to 
the amplifiers. The node interconnecting the amplifier outputs may be read as the 
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claimed summer. Regarding claim 29, the power control signals to each amp derive 
from a common signal Vc. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 23,35 and 43-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sevic et al. in view of Dent et al. 

The difference added by claims 23 and 35 over Sevic et al. is that the input signal 
is phase modulated, and by claim 43 that the amplifiers are switch mode type, and in 
claims 44-46 class D.E or F respectively. Sevic et al. state at col. 3, lines 54-56 that 
their invention is not limited by the specific construction of amplifier stages 104; Dent et 
al. disclose a plural channel RF amplifier system wherein the amplifiers (12 in fig. 1 for 
instance) would appear to be switching amplifiers from the statement at col. 2, lines 43- 
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45 of Dent et al. It would have been obvious to utilize such amplifiers in the circuit of 
Sevic et al. as both inventions are plural channel RF amplifier circuits but the specific 
amplifier type in Sevic et al. is not specified so that the use of a known type would have 
been expedient. This would meet the limitation of claim 43; the specific class of 
switching amplifier of claims 44-46 are used interchangibly by the applicant and all are 
conventional types of switching amplifiers. Since Dent et al. do not specify a particular 
class of switching amplifier the use of a known type would have been obvious. 
Regarding claims 23 and 35, the input signal to the amplifiers in Dent et al. is phase 
modulated. 

Claims 24-28,31-33 and 38-42 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The specific power controller configuration of claim 24, the regulation of claim 38 
and the switch mode supply of claim 39 are not disclosed in the prior art of record in the 
context claimed. Other objected claims depend ultimately from those enumerated. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven J. Mottola whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1766. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th from 8 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert J. Pascal, can be reached on 571-272-1769. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Steven J. Mottola 

Primary Examine 



